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A Second LETTER to a Member of Parliament, 
relating to the ſettling the TRADE to AFRICA. 


Hlonbured Sir, 


Am glad my former Letter convinc'd you of the Neceſſity of an open free Trade to 
fa, and in obedience to your further Commands, do now ſend you my Thoughts 
on the moſt proper Method of providing effectually for the Security of ſuch an open 
tree Trade, You tell me beforehand your Opinion of maintaining the Settlements 
and Forts built on the Coaſt of Africa, which leaving me no room to diſpute that Particu- 
lar with you, I ſhall give yon my Thoughts of it upon that Suppoſition, And then the 
whole you are to provide for is the putting thoſe Forts into proper Hands, the giving the 
Royal African Company a ſuitable Recompence to the Value of them, and the future Support 
of them; all which are eaſily to be done in the following Method. | 

After having enacted, that the Trade ſhall be free and open to all Her Majeſty's Subjects, 
*twill be neceſſary to transfer thoſe Forts and Caſtles from the preſent Royal African Com- 
pany into ſome other Hands. This I know ſome Men will fire againſt ; but if you pleaſe to 

conſider, that this Company is in no condition to maintain them, telling the Houſe they 
could hold it no longer, laſt Seſſions : That they have for many Years paſt neglected them, 
contrary to the Intention of the Act of 9 & 10 V. 3, and that they have conſtantly abuſed 
them to the Oppreſſion of the Separate Traders, who by that Act were obliged to pay great 
Sums out of their Pockets for the maintaining them : You will eaſily be ſatisfied of the Rea- 
fonableneſs of diveſting them of thoſe Forts, which they cannot hold, but to the prejudice 
of the Publick. When the Common [Intereſt of the whole Nation requires the departing 
from a privare Property upon having an 6 for it, the Legiſlative Power may, 
without any Hardſhip, provide for the Good of the Publick, by removing the Nuſance that is 
a Prejudice to it, and at the ſame time giving the private Proprietors the full Value of what 
they take from them. Nor is this an unpreſidented Inſtance of their Power, there being In- 
| Rances in almoſt every Seſſions of Parliament of Acts paſſed for purchaſing and pulling down 

Houſes to enlarge publick Streets, for purchaſing private Perſons Lands to make conve- 

nient High- ways, and add to Fortifications. And it is perfectl/ agreeable to the ſtricteſt 

Rules of Juſtice, that particular Perſons ſhould be compell'd to ſuch Exchanges of their pri- 

vate Properties for reaſonable Equivalents, when tis for the Publick Good that they ſhould 

do thus. So that the only needful Enquiry will be, where theſe Forts and Caſtles, when 
taken from the Company, ſhall be lodg'd for the Security and Advantage of the Trade, 

There are two Methods which would anſwer this End: The firſt is, the veſting them in a 

regulated Company, of which all or any of Her Majeſty's Subjects may become Members, upon 
paying a ſmall Fine; with Powers veſted in them to chuſe their own Managers annually, 

And to lay ſuch Duties on the Trade, as are neceſſary to defray all the Expences of Manage- 
ment. The other Method, and which to me ſeems the moſt natural, and without any real 

Objection, is the veſting them in Her Majeſty and her Succeſſors, who as the common Pa- 

rent and Guardian of her Subjects, will be effectually enabled to protect and encourage all 

her Subjects equally, | | | 
If they be thus veſted in Her Majeſty, at the ſame time Her Majeſty muſt be enabled to 


1 maintain them, and to that end a reaſonable Duty muſt be granted out of the Trade, which 


* 


es bear its own Burden. What Duty you ſhould fix on may not be ſo proper for me 


e; but if you'll pleaſe to have my Thoughts of it, I think you may effectually 
ee beit manner give it, either out of Goods exported to Africa, or otherwiſe, as 

The Houſe ſhall think fir, *Tis probable you cannot at firſt hit the preciſe Rate that is neceſ- 
== - ſary for this purpoſe ; but if you conſider *twill be always in the power of the Parliament to 
alter the Duties, Experience will ſoon rectify this Difficulty, and bring them to the know- 
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edge of the juſt Meaſure of theſe Duties, whereby any Deficiency may be ſupplied out of 


tte future Duties, by enlarging them. 
In che granting of theſe Duties, Reſpe& ought to be had, not only to the currant future 
| . TCuharge of theſe Forts, but to the preſent Intereſt the Royal African Company have in them, 
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in order to their having out of them an ample Satisfaction for what is to be taken from them. 
For as theſe Forts art to be veſted in Her Majeſty for the Benefit of the Trade, they ought 


to be a part of the Burden which the Trade ought to bear, and upon that account the — 
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they ſhall be valued at, ought to be charged as a Debt to the Royal African Company, 
to be paid with reaſonable Intereſt out of theſe Duties; and alſo all other Charges that 
are neceſſary in order to the fixing the Value of them; and it will be neceſſary that theſe 
Duties be charged ſo as to defray even theſe as well as the future Expences, neceſſary for 
Repairing, Supporting, Supplying and Defending theſe Forts. - The only Difficulty will be 
how to come at the Knowledge of the true Value of them; In this Caſe *tis not reaſon- 
able that either the Purchaſer or Seller ſhould impoſe his own Price; and the faireſt and 
moſt equitable Method, and which the Parliament have generally uſed upon the like occa- 
ſion, will be, that the Parliament ſhould nominate proper Perſons to view and report up- 
on Oath their Opinion of the real Value of them, with regard to all the Circumſtances 
of them, and their Valuation, to be the Determination of the exact Sum to be given the 
Company for them. *Tis true this will be ſome Expence, but then the Duties will pay 
it, according as is before provided. | ; 

To render theſe Proviſions more effectual for all theſe Purpoſes, twill be proper to en- 
able Her Majeſty to borrow Money, or ſtrike Tallies at Intereſt on the Credit of theſe 
Duties, from time to time, as to Her ſhall ſeem convenient, either for ſatisfying the Debt 
to the Company, thè Charges of the Viewers, or the growing Charges of maintaining 
the preſent Forts. 

In all this Scheme I cannot foreſee any real Difficulty, it effectually and at firſt view pro- 
viding for all the Neceſſities of this Caſe, ſo as to do juſtice to the Company for their 
Forts, and to lay the Burden of the whole upon the future Trade, in the moſt eaſy and 
reaſonable Method for all Parties concern'd in it. 

Give me leave Sir only to mention one thing more, which tho? it be no part of your 
Enquiry, yet upon this occaſion may be proper for your Honourable Houſe to take care of, 
and that is the Caſe of the juſt Creditors of the Royal African Company, which is in- 
deed a Melancholly one, permit me only to mention my Thoughts on what is proper for 
you to do for them: And indeed I cannot but wiſh that for the preventing any further 
Embezelment of the Companies Effects, and for the ſecuring to the Creditors their Shares 
in the ſame, Commiſſioners might be appointed either by your Houſe, or the Lord High 
Chancellor, in whom all the Eſtate of the Company might be veſted with proper Powers 
to enable them to examine their Accounts, get in the Debts due to them, ſtate the De- 
mands of the Creditors, and divide the ſame firſt to ſuch Creditors as far as they will 


extend in equal Proportions, and the Reſidue among the Proprietors of the Stock ; Which 


is the eſtabliſhed Method in Caſes of the like Nature. ene 


Sir, Theſe are but Hints of what I think proper in this Caſe, there are belides theſe ſe⸗ | 


veral other things that will occur to you on the Debate of this Affair, which I cannot pre- 
tend to give you my Opinion in. Iam fo well ſatisfied in your Judgment and Integrity, 
and of the ſincere Deſign and Ability of your Honourable Houſe to promote the Publick 


Good, that I cannot but depend upon a good Iſſue of this Great Affair, to the Honour 


and Advantage of the whole Nation. 


QOCNODIS V 
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